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building up a local government in harmony with the
rapidly growing central government, and he hit upon
knights as the class best fitted for this purpose. These
facts, together with the considerable local importance
which the coroner continued to have, are reasons for no-
ticing him in this connection.1
Besides the local use of knights just mentioned, we have
seen their increasing importance on all sorts of juries and
their association with justices in holding the assizes; and
when gaol deliveries were entrusted to local commissions,
knights might have to exercise criminal justice of the
highest sort.    This last-mentioned use of knights was,
as will soon appear, a very interesting foreshadowing.
But we have now to consider knights in a new capacity,
as conservatores pads or custodes pads, or, without special
designation, their use, on certain occasions, for purposes
connected with keeping  the  peace.   Here they were
clearly supplementing the work of both sheriffs and
coroners, and were often regarded as a check upon the
sheriffs.   The king was still dissatisfied with the policing
and general administering of the localities.    It is interest-
ing to note how early in the history of the coroners this
new use of knights began.    In 1195, the justiciar, Arch-
bishop Hubert Walter, issued an edict by which knights
were appointed to take oaths throughout the kingdom
from all over fifteen years old.    By this oath, men bound
themselves not to be thieves, robbers, or the receivers of
such, to join in the hue and cry, etc.; and malefactors
taken as a result of the edict were first to be delivered to
the knights and the knights were to deliver them to the
sheriffs.2   In the "writ for enforcing watch and ward and
the assize of arms"3 in 1252, the king assigned two knights
to each sheriff, the three to co-operate in taking oaths
throughout their shire that proper arms be borne, con-
stables appointed, and other matters looking to the preser-
1A most satisfactory account of the origin and activities of coroners is
in Gross's Introduction to Coroners1 Rolls (Selden Society Publications,
vol. 5x.).
2 Stubbs, Select Chatters, pp. 257, 258.           3 IUd.t pp. 362-365.